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loss of his head if, six months later, his action is not endoised by a tribunal.
The right of confederation was legalized civil war Rousseau applauds it as 'a masterpiece of policy, the buckler, the asylum, the sanctuary of the Constitution' So decisive a means of expressing the general will must not, at any cost, be sacrificed It was the opinion of the most reasonable party in Poland that the sovereign cure for the ills of the kingdom would be the establishment of a strong heieditary monaichy. 'It is a great evil',r observes Rousseau, 'that the chief of the nation should be the bom enemy of liberty,' an observation hardly calculated to encourage monai chical sentiment Nevei -theless, a monarch Poland must have. Republics are only suitable to small States and, though it is desirable that Poland should be divided into thirty-three pi evinces united by a fedeial tie, the federation will be of the size which demands the supervision of a monarch At all costs, however, the monarchy must be elective ' An elective monarch with the most absolute power would be better for Poland than an hereditary King who was a cipher' Rousseau is awaie of what, indeed, was notorious throughout Europe, that one of the chronic sources of intrigue and disorder in Poland consisted in the elective character of the monarchy He proposes as a lemedy that the monarch should always be a Pole and that he should be chosen by lot from the Senators. Sensible as some of his suggestions are, it would, on the whole, be difficult to conceive a series of recommendations less calculated to establish the tottering State upon firm and stable foundations.
And yet, in these' revenes', as Rousseau himself calls them, there is a ground-note of truth and wisdom, of which his own generation m particular stood in special need. He realized the manifold and unexplored potencies of the national spirit. He tells the Poles in effect that, if they have the heart of a nation, they are unassailable, so that Russia may conquer but never digest them. To enhance the reputation of the military calling, he advocates a citizen army on the Swiss model, and in a remarkable passage praises the martial spirit